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A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

We love the joy of giving. The smiles, the tears of joy, 
and the bliss of a community uniting together to help 
a fellow neighbor. We love giving so much that it is 
something we do year round.

We continue to work with local community leaders, 
nonprofits, healthcare officials, and local government to 
stay abreast of the ever changing needs of residents in 
the Black Hills as a result of COVID-19. 

Through our UNITED We Stand COVID-19 relief efforts, 
over 44,000 masks were made, 165 people were 
provided shelter, 6,646 food boxes and hygiene kits 
were distributed, 402 people received rental and utility 
assistance, and so much more.

Our efforts related to COVID-19 are a prime example of 
the work we do every day. Our mission is to collaborate 
with our communities strongest advocates to meet the 
demanding needs of our community; while identifying 
anticipated and future impacts to find solutions so we can 
emerge stronger from this.

We know our work to recover as a community is just 
beginning. Please consider making a donation to our 
campaign to help fight for the future of the education, 
financial stability and health in your community. If you 
have already made a donation to our 2020-21 fundraising 
campaign, we thank you for your continued support.

Jamie Toennies
Executive Director
United Way of the Black Hills

2020 MONTH OF  CARING IMPACT

803 VOLUNTEERS |  66  TEAMS |  $88,000 ECONOMIC IMPACT
Pictured: Monument Health health care workers in Sturgis pack food boxes for Meals on Wheels for their Month of Caring project.

A SPECIAL  THANK YOU TO OUR ROUND ‘EM UP PARTICIPANTS

Pictured: Black Hills Energy campaign volunteers present a check in the amount of 
$274,297.00 donation to benefit the 2020-2021 fundraising campaign. 

UNITED WE STAND COVID-19  RELIEF  FUND IMPACT

$474,030.54 RAISED |  Read more  about  our  impact  inside!

Rapid City
AAA Plumbing
Banner Associates Inc
Black Hills Area Habitat for 
    Humanity
Black Hills Community Bank
Black Hills Energy
Black Hills Federal Credit Union - 
    Rapid City
BH Regional Eye Institute
BH Retired School Personnel
Budget Optical
Dr. Ray & Mary Burnett
Central High School
Consumer Credit Counseling     
    Services of the Black Hills
Dacotah Bank 
Michael Hazzard
Gary Heezen
Joe & Bonnie Hilt
Granite Automotive
Hillard Wealth Solutions Group
Jefferson Special Services
John T. Vucurevich Foundation
KNBN NewsCenter1 Media Group
Knollwood Heights Elementary 
    School
Liberty Superstores

Landstrom’s Jewelry
Mark & Cleone Mayclin
Midwest Marketing
Modern Woodmen of America
Monument Health
Moyle Petroleum
Osheim & Schmidt Funeral Home
Pennington Co. Housing & 
    Redevelopment Commission
Pinedale Elementary
Pioneer Bank and Trust
RCAS Student Transportation 
    Center/Warehouse
RC Catholic Schools
RC Education Center
Mike & Norene Rodman
Faye Schroeder
Senior Companions of South 
    Dakota
Shooters Wood Fire Grill
South Park Elementary School
Southwest Middle School
Stevens High School
US Bank
Women Working Against Violence 
    Inc. (WAVI)

Sturgis
Bar-Sto Precision Machine
Beck Insurance & Financial 
    Services
Dakota Hills Assisted Living
Dixie & Daniel Battles
Farmers Union Insurance - 
    Scott Sabers
First Interstate Bank - Sturgis
James & Irene Heinert
Lucy’s Nearly New Shoppe
Pioneer Bank & Trust 
Properties Unlimited Realty, LLC
Bob Spomer
Thomson Law PC
Robert & Vicki Worth

Northern Hills
Amann & Graslie DDS
Belle Fourche Middle School
Belle Fourche Veterinary Clinic
Black Hills Community Bank - 
    Spearfish 
CASA of the Northern Hills
Ensz Appraisal LLC
First Interstate Bank - 
    Belle Fourche

First Interstate Bank - 
    Deadwood/Lead
First Interstate Bank Foundation
First Interstate Bank - Spearfish
Hersruds of Belle Fourche
IOTA Delta Kappa Gamma
NeighborWorks Dakota Home 
    Resources
Wolff’s Plumbing & Heating

Southern Hills
Alexander Enterprises
Ameriprise Financial - 
    Hot Springs
Black Hills Federal Credit Union  -  
    Southern Hills
Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
    Railroad
Crazy Horse Memorial
Custer Hospitality
Dacotah Bank - Custer
First Interstate Bank - Custer
First Interstate Bank -  
    Hot Springs/Edgemont
Heart of the Hills Vacation 
    Homes
Mike & Jeri Verchio
Oonagh Wood

A specia l  thank you to  the  donors  that  returned their 
p ledges for  our  very  f i rst  Round ‘Em Up Week !

BLACK HILLS READS STAFF UPDATE

We welcome our new 
Mental Health Initiative 
director, Murray Lee, to our 
United Way team!
Murray comes to us as the 
former Director of Alumni 
& Foundations Services 
at National American 
University. He has 
extensive experience in 
the nonprofit sector, with 
experience in developing 
and maintaining 
relationships with donors, 
stakeholders, grantees 
and organizations; grant 
writing administration; 
program development; and 
comprehensive knowledge 
of Native American 
history with emphasis on 
the Lakota, Dakota, and 
Nakota speaking people.

Murray’s goals in this 
position are to connect 
with key leaders and 
stakeholders in behavioral 
health treatment and 
services in the Black Hills, 
to learn more about how 
they currently serve those  
affected by mental and 
behavioral health issues. 
He hopes to implement 
new ideas to improve 
awareness and services.

“It’s my vision to see that 
all people experiencing 
mental and behavioral 
health issues receive 
quality care with dignity,” 
- Murray Lee

Black Hills Reads Announces 
2nd Annual Read Across South Dakota

January 4th – March 2nd 

We are excited to announce our second annual Read Across 
South Dakota. This can be done in any way that you would like: 
virtual, in-person, whatever works best for you! 
Every book you read counts towards the state’s overall goal of 
‘reading across South Dakota’. We will conclude the event on 
March 2nd, which is ‘Read Across America’. 
This event is for individuals, groups, and any age!
If you are a Black Hills Area community you may apply for a $300 
stipend to host a Race to Read event in your area! 
This year we are also offering small $25-$50 
stipends for smaller locations
to host their own ‘in-house’ event. 
Please contact Kayla Klein for more 
information or questions at kayla@
unitedwayblackhills.org
Please also visit our Race to Read 
Page for more information: www.
unitedwayblackhills.org/black-hills-
reads-events 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OUR 2020-21 
CAMPAIGN HAS 
EXTENDED TO 

JANUARY 31ST, 2021! 
THERE IS STILL TIME 

TO GIVE!

Black Hills Energy US Bank in Rapid City

Spearfish Area Chamber of 
Commerce Hersruds of Belle Fourche Granite Automotive



* To further our resources, UWBH partnered with other local funders including Black Hills 
Area Community Foundation, Black Hills Energy Foundation, and the John T. Vucurevich 
Foundation, to match some of our grant awards. 

FOOD SECURITY - 12%
Custer Schools $5,000*. 
Feeding SD $10,000*. Fork 
Real Cafe $6,000*. Great Plains 
Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board 
$19,500*. Meals on Wheels 
$10,000*. Spearfish Nutrition 
$4,000*. 

SHELTER - 11%
Abbott House $3,000. Artemis House $5,000. Crisis Intervention Shelter $3,500. 
Volunteers of America $25,000. WAVI $5,000. Wellfully $8,144. 

OTHER: MASK MAKING EFFORTS - 4%
Hot Springs Library $2,000. makeSPACE Spearfish Partnership for Arts $2,500. 
Western Dakota Tech $15,000. 

OTHER: 2-1-1
Helpline 2-1-1 $5,000 + an additional $40,000 from United Way Worldwide.
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EDUCATION- 23%
Abbott House $6,000*. Black Hills Special Services – Career Learning 
Center $22,000. Big Brothers Big Sisters $6,000*. Boys and Girls Club 
of the Black Hills $2,800. Rural America Initiatives $6,000*. Sturgis 
Public Library $6,000*. YMCA of the Black Hills $22,000. Youth and 
Family Services $11,000. 

CHILD CARE- 18%
Northern Hills Alliance for Children $23,000. Spearfish United 
Methodist Church – Children First $7,000. YMCA of the Black Hills 
$41,600. 

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE - 16%
Black Hills Works $8,500. Catholic Social Services $20,000. Dress 
for Success $4,500. NeighborWorks $5,000*. Operation Home Front 
$2,500. Rapid City Club for Boys $5,000. Salvation Army of the Black 
Hills $20,000. Youth and Family Services $10,000.

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES - 15%
Boys and Girls Club $10,000. Catholic Social Services $10,000. Front 
Porch Coalition $5,000. Great Plains Tribal Health Board $10,000. 
Meade County Senior Center $10,000. Minneluzahan Senior Center 
$4,255. New Dawn Enterprises $2,500. WellFully $9,950. Youth and 
Family Services Counseling Center $10,000.  

Thanks to the generous support of our community, we have 
been able to fund the following organizations to meet the 
needs in the Black Hills. (As of December 1st, 2020.) 

COVID-19  RELIEF  FUND ALLOCATIONS

RC 133,207

ST 9,236

NH 10,309

SH 17,140

TOTAL 124,574

SOUTHERN HILLS:    21

NORTHERN HILLS:          25

STURGIS AREA:   19

RAPID CITY AREA:                               33

UNITED We Stand COVID-19 Relief Fund 
Grantees Served by Region*

*(Some agencies are duplicated because they serve more than one location) 

Organizations Funded By Area

UNITED WE STAND COVID-19  RELIEF  FUND IMPACT

Counseling 
sessions were 

completed

127
People received 

shelter

165

Educational 
materials were 

given to children

1,766

Food boxes and 
hygiene kits were 

distributed

6,646

Child care slots 
were reopened

186

Masks were made 
and distributed

44,000+

People received 
rental and utility 

assistance

402

People received 
other assistance 

such as gas cards, 
internet, etc.

450

Name 
Company Name 
Mailing Address 
City / State / ZIP 

  My total pledge/donation: $ 
(pledge/donation amount) 

OR 
Please bill me 

*For CREDIT CARD instructions please contact United Way at 343-5872 

□ Donation enclosed 

Live United this Holiday Season. (Select what applies) 
Leadership Giving Levels 
     □ $300     □ $500      □ $1000 

Other* Amount: 
     □ 50   □ 100   □ $365 (A Dollar A Day For United Way)      
     □ Other: _________      
  
  
                               

       □ Monthly    □ Quarterly    □ Annually                                        

Please tear at the line and fill out the information and return in an envelope.

YES,  I  WOULD L IKE  TO MAKE A GIFT

Please select your area:

        Rapid City

        Sturgis

        Northern Hills

        Southern Hills

T H E R E ’ S  S T I L L  T I M E  T O  M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E !  G I V E  T O D A Y .

NAME ___________________________________________

COMPANY NAME ___________________________________

________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS _________________________________

__________________________________________________

CITY / STATE / ZIP  _________________________________

__________________________________________________

100% of your donation stays in the Black Hills area and will benefit nearly 50 nonprofit organizations 
throughout the Black Hills. Additionally, for every dollar you donate, we are able to invest $1.72 back into 
the community through additional grant opportunities. If you already gave to our 2020-2021 campaign, 
we thank you for your donation! 
Even if you just donated an additional $5 - that would buy an extra meal for a senior citizen! 

OUR 2020-21 CAMPAIGN HAS EXTENDED TO JANUARY 31ST, 2021! THERE IS STILL TIME TO GIVE!

Through UWBH 
COVID-19 funding, 
Dress for Success 

was able to keep their 
doors open to serve 

their clients. Tina 
received a week’s 

worth of clothing and 
accessories in support 

of her advanced role 
with Love, INC. 

Through UWBH 
COVID-19 funding,

Feeding South Dakota 
was able to purchase 

43,500 pounds of food 
for folks in need, and 
they were also able to 
expand their mobile 

food distribution sites. 

Through UWBH 
COVID-19 funding, 

organizations such as 
the YMCA, Northern 

Hills Alliance for 
Children and the 
Spearfish United 

Methodist Church - 
Children First program, 
were able to purchase 
extra cleaning supplies 

to keep their doors 
open and continue to 
serve their clients so 

parents could return to 
work. 

Through UWBH 
COVID-19 funding,

makeSPACE in 
Spearfish was able to 

purchase materials 
to make over 6,100 
masks to distribute 
to local health care 

workers, nursing 
homes and schools. 

Number of people
serve by area:

A family with foster preschoolers came into the (Hot 
Springs) Library. They were specifically looking for the 
free masks. Their financial situation did not allow for 
purchase of the disposable masks found at the local 

stores. Through the UNITED We Stand COVID-19 grant, 
the Hot Springs Library was able to provide masks to this 

family, and other patrons at no cost. 

2020 MONTH OF  CARING

This year, we introduced our very first 
Month of Caring event, in lieu of our 

traditional Day of Caring. 

Throughout the month of September, 
volunteers in areas all throughout the 
Black Hills participated in an effort to 

give back.

Although this year certainly looked 
different, we knew that the call for 

help and volunteers was needed now 
more than ever. 

Many organizations were innovative 
with their volunteer efforts, from 

donating blood, to writing positive 
messages on the sidewalk, to reading 
virtually to folks in the nursing home.

A special thank you to our signature 
sponsors who made our Virtual 

Fundraiser Kick-off event and Month 
of Caring a success! 

Signature Sponsors: 
Black Hills Energy

Coeur Wharf
Monument Health

KNBN NewsCenter1 Media Group

“ I was out of work for six months due to the pandemic. 
While I was relieved to return to work, it was quite difficult 
to pack/prep lunches and breakfasts the first few weeks. 

I was essentially spending money to work and it still 
has been a struggle to catch up, especially with the 

increasing/fluctuating costs of groceries. We are penny 
pinching like never before in these uncertain times, so a 
gift card would certainly help with having just a little less 

to worry about in a week in terms of food.” - Shaynce

Shaynce received a gift card from Operation Home Front, who 
used their COVID-19 Relief grant to purchase gift cards for 

families and individuals on the Ellsworth Air Force Base. 

Through the mental health COVID-19 grant, the Meade 
County Senior Center was able to hire a licensed 

counselor to provide therapy services for clients suffering 
emotional stress due to the pandemic at no cost to them. 

Resources  provided through 
grant  funding:

United Way of the Black Hills staff members packing food boxes for Feeding SD


