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READ: STONE SOUP
There are many ways this story can be told with participation from your child. If available, use a real 
kitchen pot and play vegetables and ingredients. Or use a pot and the pieces attached (next page). 
Have the child(ren) be the villagers and add ingredients into the soup. Tell the story and then talk 

to your child(ren) about what things they might add to the soup. For an extension, make Stone 
Soup with your child(ren) adding their favorite vegetable.

“Once upon a time, there was a village. It was a nice place to live except 
nobody wanted to share. One day a visitor came to town. “Hello! Does anyone 
have any food they can share?” he asked. The villagers all responded quickly 
that they had nothing to share with the visitor. “That’s ok,” said the visitor. “I 
will make stone soup for everyone.” Then he took out a giant pot and dropped 
a large stone in it, added some water and sat it on a fire to cook. After a while, 
the visitor sniffed his broth. Some of the villagers came outside to see what 
he was doing. “Mmmmmm, I love stone soup. The only thing better is stone 
soup with cabbage!” said the visitor. That gave one man in the village an idea. 
He brought a cabbage and put it in the pot. Then the visitor said, “I once had 
stone soup with cabbage and carrots. It was delicious!” A woman brought 
carrots and put them in the pot. Then the visitor said, “I once had stone 
soup with cabbage and carrots and corn. It was scrumptious!” A boy brought 
corn and put it in the pot. Then the visitor said, “I once had stone soup with 
cabbage and carrots and corn and beans. It was so good!” A girl brought beans 
and put them in the pot. The soup cooked and cooked. Finally, it was ready. 
Everyone ate a big bowl. “This is delicious!” they all said. The soup made them 
so happy that they danced and sang all night long. From then on, the people in 
the village shared. And their very favorite thing to share was stone soup.”



STONE SOUP STORY PIECES
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CREATE IT: ORIGAMI RABBIT
In origami, we take one piece of paper and fold it into 
being a new shape, just like an author can take an old 
story and add changes to make it a new story. 

Supplies Needed:
•  Square Piece of Origami Paper

Instructions:
1. Start with a square of origami paper, pattern 

or colored side facing down. Fold the paper 
on the diagonal as shown. Then unfold.

2. Take the right corner and fold it to the 
middle crease as shown.

3. Repeat on the left side, folding the left 
corner and fold it to the middle crease.

4. Take the top corner and fold it down. 
5. Take the triangle-shaped flap and fold it 

partway back up. This makes the rabbits 
tail.

6. Turn it over. The tail should be at the top.
7. Take the bottom corner and fold it part of 

the way back up as shown. 
8. Cut the top flap from the tip to the fold. 

This makes the rabbit’s ears. 
9. Turn it to the side and fold it in half so that 

the ears are on the outside.
     Refold the ears slightly so the ears stick up.10. 
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BUILD IT: BILLY GOAT FLOAT EXPERIMENT 
The Three Billy Goats need your help crossing the river! Build a boat for each Billy Goat using 

the materials listed above. Which Billy Goat will make it safely across the fastest?

For this activity, you’ll need either a sink, a bathtub, or a bin with some water in it to test your 
boats!
Before you begin, create your hypothesis for which material you think will create a boat that will 
float the longest and why. Also hypothesize which material will sink.

BOAT 1- Paper Boat: Go to www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftTLaOkO27E for instructions to make an 
origami boat using geometry! Place your boat in the water, and observe how long it floats for. (Or 
follow folding instructions on following page.

BOAT 2- Wooden Boat: Build a boat using the craft sticks, glue dots, and corks. Will you place 
your corks on the bottom of your raft? On the top? If you need help, and easy way to build this 
boat is to line three Popsicle sticks next to each other and attach corks to the short side on the 
Popsicle sticks using the glue dots, like the picture shows! Place your boat in the water when 
complete and time how long it floats for!

BOAT 3- Sponge Boat: Create a boat with your sponge! 
You can place it in the water, or try to cut it into a boat 
shape. Place your boat in the water and time how long it 
floats!

Supplies Needed:
•  Piece of computer paper
•  3 Popsicle sticks
•  2 corks
•  1 sponge
•  Glue

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftTLaOkO27E


ORIGAMI BOAT INSTRUCTIONS

1.  The first folds: Start with your 
rectangular paper, orient it vertically, with 
the long edges going up and down. Fold the 
bottom half up to the top. Fold the bottom 
right corner over to the left corner and make 
a small pinch, just enough to crease the 
paper. Open it back up. 

2.  Create a triangle shape: Using the 
crease as a guide, fold the left and right 
bottom corners up and to the middle. 
Flatten the folded pieces down. Rotate the 
paper. Fold one layer from the bottom up 
along the bottom of the front flaps.

3.  Taking shape: Flip the paper over to the 
other side. Fold the bottom edge up in the 
same way. Unfold, and then fold the bottom 
right corner in along the crease you made. 
Repeat on the bottom left flap.

4.  Bottom of the boat: Re-fold the bottom 
edge back up. Open the bottom of the 
model. Look at the corners. Flatten and 
then insert the overlapping flap on the left 
underneath the right section.

5.  Continue folding: Fold one layer up 
to the top. Repeat on the back. Open the 
bottom of the model.

6.  Finalize: Pull apart the left and right 
flaps. Flatten it out, in the shape of a boat. 
Open it slightly. The triangle in the middle 
resembles a sail.


