BLACK HILLS READS COVID-19
SUMMER SLIDE INNOVATION GRANTS
Black Hills Reads distributed grants
to capture innovative solutions to
learning loss due to COVID-19.
Qualifying entities must be working
with youth, ages 0-8 years and
must be a: nonprofit entity, city/
government program, school district,
faith-based organization or library.
Custer County Library: $2,000
Funds will be used to promote and
execute the Custer County Library's
2020 "Imagine Your Story" Virtual
Summer Reading Program.
Friends of Piedmont Valley Library:
$2,500
Funds will be used to purchase
STEAM equipment and kits to
support student summer learning.
Early Childhood Connections: $4,500
(awarded 2 grants)
Starting Strong Rapid City - Funds
will be used to create curriculum
themed kits with a month worth of
learning materials for children. Both
curriculum kits support the South
Dakota Early Learning Guidelines.
The Grow Campus - Funds will be
used to create an interactive garden
area learning space for families and
teachers to bring children of all ages
to explore.
Girl Scouts Dakota Horizons: $1,000
Funds will be used to provide
scholarships for girls in the Black
Hills Area to participate in an entirely
new format of Girl Scout programs
known as the Girl Scouts At Home
Program.
Grace Balloch Memorial Library:
$2,500
Funds will be used to purchase prizes
and materials for their summer
reading incentive program.
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Rapid City Library: $500
Funds will be used to purchase and
create take-and-make learning kits to
deliver via bookmobile to members in
the community who might not have
access to the physical library.

THE UNITED WE STAND COVID-19
RELIEF FUND RAISED

$474,030.42

Northern Hills Alliance for Children:
$2,000
Funds will be used to create a
second ‘Yearling’ classroom to
accommodate classroom sizes for
one-year old participants in order to
follow CDC guidelines.
Girls Inc. at Youth and Family
Services: $2,000
Funds will be used to deliver
nutrition, education, and other
services to Girls Inc. students
remotely. Girls Inc. Child
Development Specialists (grade level
teachers) continue to develop and
assemble an average of 130 Out-OfSchool Learning Kits every week.
Hill City School District: $2,000
Funds will be used to purchase
replacement textbooks, classroom
library sets, and library books to
replace those that were not returned
as students took them home for the
remainder of the school year.
Meade School District - Sturgis
Elementary, Piedmont Valley
Elementary, Whitewood Elementary:
$2,000
Funds will be used to purchase
replacement textbooks, classroom
library sets, and library books to
replace those that were not returned
as students took them home for the
remainder of the school year.
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AS OF JULY 31ST, 2020, WE HAVE AWARDED

$276,944
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ORGANIZATIONS IN THE BLACK HILLS THROUGH OUR
COVID-19 RELIEF FUND AND BLACK HILLS READS
COVID-19 SUMMER SLIDE INNOVATION GRANTS

A N OT E F R O M T H E D I R E C T O R
The novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
presented new challenges to our
world, nation, and Black Hills. Many
have been impacted by the virus—by
job loss, illness, lack of child care and
financial strain.
As this pandemic unfolded, we
recognized the added pressure on
local nonprofits to serve the capacity
of increasing needs.
In March 2020, United Way of the
Black Hills (UWBH) developed the
UNITED We Stand COVID-19 Relief
Fund as an effort to provide financial
assistance to nonprofit agencies
to serve the increasing demand for
services.
Shortly following the announcement
of our fund, Black Hills Energy and
ELEVATE Rapid City each offered a
dollar-for-dollar match up to $25,000.
100% of the donations raised were
used to support organizations and
nonprofit agencies in the Black Hills
who experienced increased demand
and/or increased costs to provide their
services due to COVID-19. The rest of
this newsletter highlights the various
services we have supported.

Since the beginning of the pandemic
we have been working with local
community leaders, nonprofits,
healthcare officials, and local
government to stay abreast of the ever
changing needs of residents in the
Black Hills as a result of COVID-19.
This information was invaluable in
helping us identify where our grant
funding was needed most as well as
allowed us to leverage other resources
to meet those needs. Not only did we
play a strong role in facilitating these
conversations, we partnered with
NewsCenter1 Media Group to bring
this information to the public through
a virtual panel series with community
leaders to highlight pressing topics
and available resources such as: basic
needs, educational supports (child
care, online learning, etc.), mental
health resources, and more.
We have also taken the lead in working
with our Black Hills Reads partners to
understand and address learning loss
that children may have experienced
due to the pandemic and the shift in
the learning environment. As a result
we offered “COVID-19 Education
Slide and Early Learning” innovative
grants through the Black Hills Reads
Initiative to encourage local libraries,
schools, and nonprofit organizations

to implement innovative solutions and
encourage summer learning.
This is a prime example of the work
that we do at United Way of the Black
Hills every day. Our mission is to
collaborate with our communities
strongest advocates to meet the
demanding needs of our community;
while identifying anticipated and
future impacts to find solutions so our
communities can emerge stronger
from this.
We are now asking you to give back
to your community. Please consider
making a donation to our campaign
to help fight for the future of the
education, financial stability and health
in your community.
To learn more about our COVID-19
relief efforts, please visit our website
at: www.unitedwayblackhills.org/
coronavirus-information.
Sincerely,

Jamie Toennies
Executive Director
United Way of the Black Hills

OUR FUND DISTRIBUTION*

Are you still distributing grants from this fund to the organizations?
Yes, we are still accepting and reviewing grant applications from applicants
whose services have been directly impacted as a result of COVID-19. Due to the
uncertainty of this virus, we are being strategic in distributing funds to ensure
both immediate and pressing needs can be met over the next few months.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How much of the funds are going to the organizations?
100% of the funds raised in this grant are going towards the organizations.
We will continue to distribute grants until all funds have been disbursed.
My organization is interested in applying for a grant. How can I apply?
Your organization can apply for a grant if you have experienced an increase in
demand for services and resources related to providing: financial assistance,
educational supports, or food and cleaning supplies. To apply, please visit our
website at: www.unitedwayblackhills.org/coronavirus-information.
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OUR IMPACT

Food boxes were
distributed to those
in need

I already gave to this fund, why should I give to UWBH in the fall?
In January of every year, our funded agencies perform the allocations process
and apply for our traditional funding. Their funding requests came in prior to the
pandemic and are experiencing an increase in operational funding to meet the
demand of the resources that are pressing in our community. The implications
of the pandemic will leave a financial strain on these organizations for months
to come. We must be prepared to meet the financial demands of these
organizations, so they can continue to provide the necessary resources in our
community for years to come.
How is this fund helping my local area?
Below, you will find a graph of our breakdown of grants distributed to
organizations throughout the Black Hills.

Clients were directly
referred to critical
needs services

Hygiene kits were
distributed to
families in need

18

21

Counseling sessions
were completed

UWBH COVID GRANTEES
BLACK HILLS REGION SERVED

17
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2,071
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Education activity
packets were
distributed to students
to continue learning
engagement

How can I give?
Due to the impact that COVID-19 has had on our funded agencies, we are
encouraging donations to our annual campaign fund. You may give by visiting:
www.unitedwayblackhills.org/donate
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421,446
11,475

Meals were
distributed to
individuals and
families

Can individuals apply for funding?
No. This fund is strictly to provide grants to organizations to provide the
necessary resources to help our local families throughout the Black Hills receive
the help they need.

People were
provided temporary
shelter
Child care slots
provided so parents
could go back to
work
*As of July 31st, 2020
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Thanks to the generous support of our
community, we have been able to fund the
following organizations to meet the needs in
the Black Hills. (As of July 31, 2020)
Food
Organizations who received grants for food
support showed a 30% to 50% increase
in demand for their services during the
pandemic. More than 400,000 meals
were provided in the Black Hills by these
organizations. All of our grants to these
agencies was matched by the Black Hills Area
Community Foundation and others to double
the award.
Custer Schools $5,000*. Feeding SD $10,000*.
Fork Real $6,000*. Great Plains Tribal
Chairmen’s Health Board $7,500*. Meals on
Wheels $10,000*. Spearfish Nutrition $4,000*.
Youth and Family Services $5,000.
Economic Assistance
A 200%-500% increase in need was
experienced by organizations who were
awarded grants to provide economic
assistance. One agency reported that 50% of
their clients were new and had never accessed
their services before. 64 individuals received
rental assistance, 56 individuals received
utility assistance, and more than 100 received
monetary assistance for other items like gas,
internet, and medication.
Black Hills Works $8,500. Catholic Social
Services $20,000. NeighborWorks $5,000*.
Operation Home Front $2,500. Rapid City Club
for Boys $5,000. Salvation Army $20,000. Youth
and Family Services $5,000.
Shelter
Organizations providing shelter continued
to offer their services 24/7 in spite of the
pandemic. They dealt with increased costs for
groceries, cleaning supplies, thermometers,
and more. In addition there was a shortage
of spots for youth in group care homes which
one agency used our funding to address so
they could serve more youth.
Abbott House $3,000. Crisis Intervention
Shelter $3,500. Volunteers of America $25,000.
WAVI $5,000. Wellfully $8,144.
Education
Children and youth of the Black Hills will
inevitably face challenges with learning loss
due to COVID-19. Grantees found ways to
address this by supplying education kits for
children and providing technology so children
can access school work and on-line resources.
Abbott House $6,000*. Big Brothers Big Sisters
$6,000*. Black Hills Special Services – Career
Learning Center $12,000. Boys and Girls
Club of the Black Hills $2,800. Rural America
Initiatives $6,000*. Sturgis Public Library
$6,000*.

Child Care
Not only is child care a partner in our efforts
to provide quality early learning to enhance
school readiness, they are also an essential
service for parents who need care for their
children so that they can go back to work.
Grantees faced new health and safety
guidelines limiting the number of children who
can be served and increasing cleaning needs
which has led to major increases in cost to
operate.
Northern Hills Alliance for Children $8,000.
Spearfish United Methodist Church – Children
First $2,000. YMCA of the Black Hills $20,000.
Mental Health
Pandemics are extremely stressful
for everyone due to the uncertainty
of employment and fear of the virus.
Organizations provided 1,221 telehealth
counseling sessions and 2,071 people were
referred to other services to help address
their needs and alleviate their stressors. One
grantee provided Happy Packs to seniors
which provided an opportunity for a volunteer
to check in on their well-being while also
providing activities and food.
Front Porch Coalition $5,000. Minneluzahan
Senior Center $2,000. New Dawn Enterprises
$2,500.
Other: Mask Making Efforts
Several nonprofit organizations stepped up
to help ensure there were enough masks
available for healthcare workers, assisted
living facilities, child care sites, and more.
These partners will be providing over 60,000
cloth masks for the Black Hills.
Hot Springs Library $2,000. makeSPACE
Spearfish Partnership for Arts $2,500. Western
Dakota Tech $10,000.
Other: 2-1-1
In addition, multiple nonprofits were able
to purchase cleaning supplies, PPE, and
technology to allow them to continue to
provide their critical services while also
addressing new challenges in health and
safety brought on by the pandemic.
Helpline 2-1-1 $5,000 + an additional $40,000
from United Way Worldwide.
* To further our resources UWBH partnered
with other local funders including Black
Hills Area Community Foundation, Black
Hills Energy Foundation, and the John T.
Vucurevich Foundation, to match some of our
grant awards.

“I want to thank you so much for the Chrome
book. It has given me the opportunity to
continue my GED online from home and make
it a smooth transition. When I can’t make it to
class or want to get online from home to get
extra hours, the Chrome book is perfect. It
was easy to set up and very easy to navigate.
If there comes a time where I can’t make it to
class, I know I can count on this to complete
my assignments. I love everything about it.
Thank you again.”
-Nicola Moliga, Student at the Career Learning
Center of the Black Hills (CLCBH).
CLCBH received grant funding from the
UNITED We Stand Fund to purchase Chrome
books for students.

“A mother with three kids lost her job
because of the virus and was trying to get
on unemployment. She was struggling to get
approved for unemployment and could not
get into contact with their offices to see what
was going on. She is a single parent who
lives paycheck to paycheck and her family
was quickly running out of food and hygiene
products. Through the UNITED We Stand
COVID-19 Relief Fund, Crisis Intervention Shelter
Service (CISS) was able to provide her with 5
complete meals, plus additional food items to
help them. CISS also included a month’s worth
of hygiene products and cleaning supplies for
her family. She knows she can reach out to CISS
for more items if they are still in need. When
CISS showed up to her house with these items,
she broke down and cried, thanking them for
helping her family during desperate times. ‘We
explained we wouldn’t be able to provide this
assistance without the help of the United Way,’” Crisis Intervention Shelter Service (CISS)
CISS received grant funding from the UNITED
We Stand Fund to purchase food and hygiene
items for families in need.
“During this closed time we were very busy
handing out activities and food bags. We have
two families in particular that came everyday
to get food and activities for their families.
They were dependent on the food supplies we
provided as the adults were furloughed or were
working in a business only open during tourist
season which had many delayed openings.”
Boys and Girls Club of the Black Hills (BGCBH)
BGCBH received grant funding from the
UNITED We Stand Fund to purchase food for
their families.

