AGES:

NEWBORN &
TODDLERS

VOLUME 4
SING: WHERE IS THUMBKIN?
(Sung to the tune of “Frere Jacques”)
In this song, we’re showing children the fingers on their hands and how to move them from
being in a fist to being straight. Infants hold their hands in fists most often. Using songs like this
encourage them to exercise their hands and fingers in a playful way. For a twist on the rhyme
actions, use a marker to draw faces on the pads of fingers and thumbs. Sing the extra verse for
added fun.
Where is Thumbkin? Where is Thumbkin? (Hands in fists in front of you)
Here I am. Here I am. (Bring out one thumb and then the other)
How are you today, sir? (Make one thumb bow)
Very well, I thank you. (Make the other thumb bow)
Run away. Run away. (Put one hand, then the other behind back)
Repeat the song replacing “Thumbkin” with the following:
Pointer (index finger)
Tallman (middle finger)
Ringman (ring finger)
Pinkie (little finger)
Family (wave all fingers)
The final verse, instead of
“run away” sing”:
Here to stay. Here to stay.
(Give baby a little tickle with hands)

AGES:

PRE-SCHOOL &
ELEMENTARY

VOLUME 4
BUILD IT: LABYRINTH
Prehistoric labyrinths were used to trap malevolent spirits or for religious rituals. In Greek
mythology, Daedalus constructed an elaborate labyrinth for King Menos of Crete to hold the
Minotaur. Daedalus almost got trapped in his own labyrinth (which was really more like a maze)
but Ariadne provided him with thread that he used to wind his way back out again.
Do you know the difference between a maze and a labyrinth? A maze is a complex branching
puzzle through which the solver must find a route. This is different from a labyrinth, which has
a clear path and is not meant to be difficult to navigate. Labyrinths have only one exit and entry,
whereas mazes might have several.
Make your own labyrinth by gluing cut up straws to a paper plate. You could also use string or yarn
instead of straws. You can design it like a maze, but remember that a labyrinth only has one exit.
When your pieces are dry, try going through your labyrinth with a marble or small ball. If you’re
not sure what kind of a design you would like, there are samples attached.

